A checklist of the genera and species of Pteromalidae (Hymenoptera: Chalcidoidea) so far reported from the Indian subcontinent is provided. Of the 96 genera, 84 with 185 identified species and 12 genera with unidentified species are listed.
Introduction
The Pteromalidae is one of the largest and difficult families of Chalcidoidea (Hymenoptera) to define taxonomically and phenetically. The family is distributed in all biogeographical areas of the world and shows great diversity in morphology and biology. The great majority of Pteromalidae are primary or secondary parasitoids attacking a large number of insects in their various stages of development. A few pteromalids are phytophagous. Some of them develop in seeds of plants, others are gall makers and still others develop as inquilines in galls caused by other insects. They play an important role in the biological control of serious insect pests in the field and many of them are employed successfully in biological control programmes all over the world. Pteromalidae contains over 3400 described species under 587 genera worldwide (Noyes, 2001) . Though there were several scattered publications on the Pteromalidae of the Indian subcontinent, it was Boucek et al. (1979) who provided a more complete picture of the fauna of the region. According to Boucek et al. (1979) the pteromalid fauna of the Indian subcontient is known by 112 species under 80 genera. Farooqi and Subba Rao (1985 Rao ( , 1986 keyed out and catalogued the pteromalid genera and species known from the region. In recent years, several new genera and species of Pteromalidae have been described from the forested tracts of southern Western Ghats, a biodiversity hotspot centre in India (Sureshan, 1999a,b; 2000a,b; 2001a,b,c; Sureshan & Narendran, 1995a,b; 1998; Narendran & Mini, 1999, etc.) and from other regions in India. Accordingly an updated checklist of the pteromalid fauna of the Indian subcontinent is presented here. It includes altogether 96 genera, 84 of them with 185 identified species and 12 genera with unidentified species. In the present work, the classification of the family given by Boucek (1988) is followed.
Arrangement of the checklist
In the checklist, pteromalid genera known so far from the Indian subcontinent are grouped under separate subfamilies. The subfamilial classification by Boucek (1988) is followed. Under each subfamily the genera are listed in alphabetical order. Name of the genus is followed by the author and year. Under each genus, species are listed in alphabetical order. Name of the species is followed by the author and year, which is followed by its distribution in the Indian subcontinent. In the distribution, name of the country is followed by the state, available localities, type of the habitat and host data available from the region. The distribution of the species in other parts of the world is given in brackets. The genera endemic to India are marked with asterisks.
Discussion
The present checklist deals with 185 species pertaining to 96 genera and 16 subfamilies of Pteromalidae known so far from the Indian subcontinent. Out of the genera reported from the region eight are endemic to India. Geographically, the checklist covers the so-called Indian subcontinent including Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar and Sri Lanka. When compared to the other geographical regions of the world, studies on the Pteromalidae of the Indian subcontinent is still in an infantile stage. The European fauna have been studied in detail by Graham (1969) . The best work for the Australasian region is by Boucek (1988) . Boucek and Heydon (1997) provided a key to the Nearctic fauna. Studies of Boucek et al. (1979) , Farooqi and Subba Rao (1985, 1986) and Sureshan (2003a) provided a more comprehensive picture of pteromalid fauna of the Indian subcontinent, which is not isolated in the world. Many Palearctic genera and species are known from the Indian subcontinent apart from several Ethiopian and Australian elements. Several genera and species of Pteromalidae have become cosmopolitan in distribution due to their introduction in different parts of the world mainly with various crops and as bicontrol agents. Since many new taxa of Pteromalidae are being described from the region, the checklist has to be updated periodically. (Pruthi & Mani, 1940: 9) . Trichomalopsis ovigastra Sureshan & Narendran, 
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